
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 27 

Kim, Otto. Sittliche Lebensanschauungen der Gegenwart. Leipzig: B. 
G. Teubner. 1907. Pp. 122. 1 M. 

Richter, Raoul. Einfuhrung in die Philosophic Leipzig: B. G. Teub- 
ner. 1907. 1 M. 



NOTES AND NEWS 



We take the following extract from the Nation of December 5 : "A 
new organ of the advanced theology in Germany has been established in 
the monthly called Evangelische Freiheit, edited by Professor O. Baum- 
garten, of the University of Kiel, and published by Mohr, in Tubingen. 
Its purpose is chiefly to show that liberal thought, because on a friendly 
footing with modern culture in general, is better able to supply the 
religious wants of our generation than orthodoxy possibly can do. Prac- 
tically all the liberal university theologians of Germany are enrolled in 
its list of contributors. The publishing house of Mohr, which has within 
the last few years issued more than two hundred thousand copies of the 
booklets constituting the series of scholarly yet popular expositions of 
Biblical and religious problems known as the ' Religionsgeschichtliche 
Volksbucher,' now announces as supplementary to this series a new 
monthly journal called Die Religion in Geschichte und Gegenwart. This 
periodical is to be devoted to the discussion of religious questions from 
the modern point of view, and hence will give much attention to ' ques- 
tions and doubts' that the readers suggest. A similar yet more con- 
servative idea underlies the new quarterly review known as Die Theologie 
der Gegenwart, published by A. Deichert, of Leipzig. More conservative 
still is the new series called ' Flugblatt f iir Gebildete,' issued monthly by 
C. Bertelsmann, of Gutersloh, in the interest of Christian apologetics. 
Another new religious paper, Die Dorfhirche, which has made its appear- 
ance in Germany, has for its province the cultivation of the religious life 
of the German Protestant peasant, and the assistance of the pastors and 
teachers of the peasant villages in central and northern Germany in their 
difficult task of understanding the intellectual and emotional processes 
of the people to whom they minister. The editor, Hans von Lupke, a 
pastor in Thalbiirgel, Thuringia, declares that the missionary to the 
heathen is better equipped in the comprehension of the religious life 
and usages of foreign races by his university training than is the pastor 
of a peasant church for effective ministry in his country parish. Re- 
ligious sentiments utterly strange to him appear in his congregation 
after years of labor among them, and he finds often, to his sorrow, that 
his efforts have been totally misconceived and that he has wrought injury 
where he hoped to bestow benefit. No observer of the German peasant 
will question the truth of this statement. The chasm between the Bauer 
and the city dweller is a wide one. A l'Houet, author of the valuable 
'Psychologie des deutschen Bauerntums,' is one of the collaborators in 
the new enterprize, whose progress may be watched with interest." 
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At the meeting of the Aristotelian Society on December 2, Professor 
E. Latta read a paper on "Purpose," of which the Athenwum of Decem- 
ber 7 gives the following abstract : " As there are cases in which a 
person acts under the influence of an indefinite and growing purpose of 
which he becomes definitely conscious only at an advanced stage in his 
course of action, purpose, even in the psychological sense, can not be 
limited to what is clearly and definitely conceived by the purposing mind. 
Agency is an element in purpose, not merely in the sense of conscious 
agency, but in the sense in which an agent is regarded as a real system 
of conditions having a definite unity. The relativity of the scientific con- 
ception of things is not due to its being a product of conscious purpose, 
but is another way of saying that the conditions on which it depends have 
not been made fully explicit. We find purpose in things in proportion as 
we find in them systematic unity. A thing has a purpose in so far as it 
is a unity of conditions in a system, in so far as it has individuality and 
is not a separate and colorless element. The mechanical point of view 
excludes purpose, because it abstractly considers part in relation to part, 
leaving the whole out of account. The special characteristic of self- 
conscious purpose is the indissoluble unity of end and means — a unity 
which is less complete in organic and quasi-organic systems. The typical 
form of purpose is self-conscious purpose, but the tendency to dissociate 
this from other forms of purpose and to treat it as a peculiar phenomenon 
is to be deprecated. Purpose involves selection, but selection presupposes 
system, and free selection is not arbitrary, but rational, selection." 

The seventh annual meeting of the American Philosophical Associa- 
tion was held in Goldwin Smith Hall at Cornell University, Ithaca, N. 
Y., on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, December 26-28, 1907. There 
was an afternoon session on Thursday, a morning and afternoon session 
on Friday, and a morning session on Saturday. On Friday evening the 
Association was welcomed by President Schurman, of Cornell University. 
His address was followed by the address of the president of the Associa- 
tion, Professor II. N. Gardiner, of Smith College, on " The Problem of 
Truth." The session on Saturday morning was devoted to a discussion 
on " The Meaning and Criterion of Truth," led by Professors James, 
Creighton, Bakewell, Hibben and Strong. Among the social features of 
the meeting were a smoker at the Town and Gown Club, on Thursday 
evening, and a reception given by President and Mrs. Schurman, at their 
home, on Friday evening, after the address of welcome. Luncheon was 
served to members of the Association at Sage College on Friday and 
Saturday. The business session of the Association was held on Friday 
afternoon, at which officers for the ensuing year were elected as follows: 
President, Professor Hugo Miinsterberg, of Harvard University; Vice- 
president, Professor W. P. Montague, of Columbia University; Secretary- 
treasurer, Professor Frank Thilly, of Cornell University; members of 
the Executive Committee, Professor Ernest Albee, of Cornell University; 
Professor Charles M. Bakewell, of Yale University; Professor Herbert 
G. Lord, of Columbia University, and Professor Ralph Barton Perry, of 
Harvard University. 



